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AQA A Level Psychology
Psychology is a fascinating subject which allows students to explore key topics through the lens of acquiring
an understanding of how the human mind works and why we behave the way we do. This is a new subject
for most students at A-Level which involves and in-depth introduction to some of the main ideas in the field.
Psychology requires very good writing skills as well as a keen ability for analytical and problem-resolving
tasks.

Course Content:
AQA Syllabus Psychology You will study six compulsory units in year one. In the second year as well as three
compulsory units you will study three further options in three sets of topics.
Year 1
Unit 1: Social Influence:
This unit covers a wide range of topics relating to how being part of a social group affects our behaviour.
Topics include: conformity, obedience to authority, social influence & resistance and social change. Some
ground-breaking experiments will also be studied such as Milgram’s research on obedience and The Stanford
Prison Experiment.
Unit 2: Memory
This unit introduces important concepts related to how we code, store and retrieve information. You will
have the opportunity to study topics such the multi-store model of memory and factors affecting the
accuracy of eyewitness testimonies.
Unit 3: Attachment
From understanding our first relationships in life this module will be an introduction to some important
concepts about the first years of life and individual development.
Unit 4: Approaches in Psychology
This unit involves an introduction to the main approaches that make up Psychology such as how the
biological, the cognitive and the behaviourist approaches view what causes our behaviour.
Unit 5: Psychopathology
This unit focuses on developing an understanding of abnormality and mental illness. In this topic, you will
study both explanations and treatments of psychological disorders such as obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD), depression and phobias.
Unit 6: Research Methods
This unit is at the heart of all psychological research and provides a framework to understanding the
experiments on the syllabus as well as gaining skills to carry out your own experiments.
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Year 2
Unit 1: Biopsychology
Due to advances in technology this area of psychology is becoming increasingly important in understanding
the genetic roots of our behaviour.
Unit 2: Research Methods
This continuation of the Year 1 unit includes acquiring further skills for understanding, analysing and
choosing the right tests to interpret data and experiments in Psychology.
Unit 3: Issues and Debates
In this section, you will be introduced to some of the main issues and debates that arise when studying
Psychology and discussing findings of experiments. From gender and cultural bias through to the naturenurture debate.
In the following section, one module will be selected for study among the following options:
Unit 4: Relationships, Gender or Cognition and Development
Unit 5: Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour or Stress
Unit 6: Aggression, Forensic Psychology or Addiction

Career Opportunities:
As well as being an up and coming field, Psychology also provides you with some key transferable skills which
can be used in a wide range of interesting, stimulating and challenging careers.
Clinical Psychology
Research

Legal profession
Forensic Psychology

Journalism / Media
Teaching

Advertising / Marketing
Business

The research, analytical and presentational skills you learn in Psychology are excellent skills for a number of
different professional contexts.

