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Kew House Sixth Form is a hub of opportunity and excellence where students thrive. Our 
Sixth Form experience is both rigorous and enriching, combining academic challenge with 
outstanding mentorship and unwavering support. Over two years, students are guided 
by exceptional subject specialists who inspire ambition, nurture independence, and 
encourage every individual to find their unique voice.

We set the highest expectations because we know our students can consistently achieve 
beyond them. From dynamic teaching and the Extended Project Qualification, to the 
structure of our Independent Learning Centre and our holistic pastoral system, every aspect 
of our provision is designed to cultivate resilience, scholarship, and leadership. This is not 
simply preparation for examinations, but a launchpad for the future.

Our exceptional UCAS and Careers Programme ensures that students leave us ready 
to succeed in whichever path they choose—whether that be Oxbridge or Russell Group 
universities, competitive apprenticeships, or direct entry into employment. Alongside 
academic excellence, they build the confidence, adaptability, and ambition to flourish in a 
fast-changing world.

What follows in this prospectus is a glimpse of what makes our Sixth Form exceptional: 
the opportunities, the challenges, and the unwavering support that define our culture. We 
are proud of the pride our students take in themselves, in each other, and in their school. 
For them, Sixth Form is not only two years of brilliance—it is the beginning of a lifetime of 
success, ambition, and achievement.

FOREWORD FROM THE HEAD 
OF SIXTH FORM

Joshua Sheehan
Head of Sixth Form
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At Kew House Sixth Form, we have designed a modern and innovative timetable that 
maximises learning, enriches personal development, and equips students for success 
beyond school. Our extended teaching day, running from 8:30am to 4:00pm, ensures that 
every student receives six hours of specialist teaching per subject each week—time that is 
purposeful, structured, and transformative.

Lessons are delivered in sessions of either 3 hours or 1.5 hours, giving meaningful contact 
time that allows students to engage deeply with their subjects. This approach enhances 
progression, encourages creativity, and supports dynamic teaching methods. Whether in 
the laboratory, the studio, or the classroom, students are encouraged to learn by doing, to 
question, to create, and to apply their knowledge in innovative ways.

We do not timetable “free periods.” Instead, students benefit from two three-hour 
Independent Learning Centre (ILC) sessions each week. These sessions are central to 
our philosophy of developing independent, resilient learners. Students use this time to 
extend their subject knowledge, hone their research and organisational skills, and, when 
appropriate, pursue co-curricular or extracurricular opportunities that broaden their 
horizons.

In addition to their core subjects, students also take part in our Individuals in Society (IS) 
programme, timetabled for 1.5 hours each week. This unique strand of our curriculum 
builds on the foundations of personal, social and health education in the lower school, 
while placing a greater emphasis on careers planning, university and apprenticeship 
preparation, awareness of current affairs, and life beyond Sixth Form. The IS programme is 
enriched by a diverse range of visiting speakers, ensuring students are challenged to think 
critically and engage with the wider world.

Year 12 students are also supported with 1.5 hours per week dedicated to the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ). This qualification, equivalent to half an A Level, strengthens 
research and academic skills, fosters independence, and is highly regarded by universities 
for the rigour and initiative it develops.

Finally, every Wednesday afternoon is reserved for Senior Games and Activities. This vital 
part of the timetable provides balance, enabling students to step away from academic 
study and prioritise wellbeing. With a wide range of options available—from competitive 
sports to more recreational pursuits such as yoga, Zumba, and rock climbing—every student 
can find an activity that both inspires and refreshes them.

Our timetable is intentionally designed: it challenges, supports, and stretches students 
academically, while nurturing their personal growth and preparing them for life after Kew 
House.

KEW HOUSE SCHOOL HAS EMPLOYED A MODERN AND INNOVATIVE 
APPROACH TO TIMETABLING THE SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM: SIX
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Students following the standard three A Level programme benefit from six hours of 
dedicated Independent Learning Centre (ILC) time each week. This structured provision 
is an integral part of the Kew House Sixth Form experience, ensuring that our students 
develop the independence, resilience, and intellectual curiosity essential for success at 
university and beyond.

ILC time provides more than a quiet study slot: it is a purposeful opportunity to extend 
knowledge, consolidate understanding, and refine the skills that underpin academic 
excellence. Within the ILC, students are guided to cultivate research techniques, strengthen 
organisation and time management, and master academic conventions such as referencing. 
These skills not only enrich day-to-day learning but also give our students a clear advantage 
when preparing for assessments, managing revision periods, and bridging the step from 
school to higher education.

Tasks set during ILC sessions are carefully designed by subject teachers to reinforce and 
expand upon the curriculum, while students are also encouraged to pursue wider academic 
reading, innovative projects, and imaginative lines of enquiry that stretch well beyond 
the syllabus. This balance of structure and freedom inspires both depth and breadth of 
learning, nurturing genuine enjoyment in scholarship.

The Independent Learning Centre is staffed by experienced and knowledgeable mentors, 
whose role is to guide, challenge, and support students in making the very best use of 
their time. Every student undergoes a thorough induction to ensure they are confident with 
the resources available and understand the expectations of independent study at Sixth 
Form level. Progress is carefully monitored, with tailored support offered where needed, 
ensuring that every student maximises this crucial part of their timetable.

Through the ILC, our students grow into confident, resourceful and self-disciplined learners, 
equipped with the habits of mind that will enable them not only to thrive at Kew House but 
to excel in their future studies and careers

INDEPENDENT LEARNING CENTRE (ILC)
IN

D
EPEN

D
EN

T LEARN
IN

G
 CEN

TRE



6

EPQ
At Kew House Sixth Form, we actively encourage all students to complete the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) during Year 12. Equivalent to half an A Level, the EPQ is highly 
regarded by universities and apprenticeship providers, often providing the decisive edge 
for candidates with similar academic profiles. More importantly, it gives our students the 
opportunity to experience the intellectual independence, depth of enquiry, and academic 
rigour that will define their future studies.

The EPQ challenges students to design and complete a substantial piece of work in an 
area of personal passion or academic interest. Projects may take the form of a dissertation, 
an artefact, a scientific investigation, or a performance—offering near-limitless scope for 
creativity and self-directed learning. This rare opportunity allows students to explore beyond 
the confines of traditional syllabuses, to ask big questions, and to immerse themselves in 
the type of extended research and scholarship that is typical of university-level study.

Through the process, students develop vital skills: advanced research and source evaluation, 
critical analysis, academic writing, presentation, ethical enquiry, and philosophical 
argument. Weekly timetabled lessons provide structured teaching in these areas, while 
each student is also paired with a subject-specialist mentor who guides and challenges 
them throughout their journey.

The course culminates in a formal presentation to an invited audience, where students 
showcase their findings and field questions about their work. Assessment is based not only 
on the final outcome but also on the process—evaluating how the project has developed 
from its inception to its conclusion.

The EPQ is more than a qualification: it is an experience that fosters independence, 
resilience, and intellectual curiosity. It equips students with skills and experiences to 
reference in university applications and interviews, while also instilling the habits of mind 
that will support them in their future academic and professional lives.

While the EPQ is not a condition of offer, the university recognizes its value in 
developing research and academic skills relevant for Oxford study. Applicants 
are encouraged to mention relevant EPQ experience in their personal statement - 
University of Oxford 

Bristol supports the EPQ and may give alternative offers that include success in the 
Extended Project (e.g., AAB at A-level plus Extended Project) - University of Bristol

Bath recognises the EPQ and may make alternative offers one grade below the 
standard A-level offer. The EPQ is valued for developing independent research and 
writing skills - University of Bath

Leeds sees the EPQ as beneficial for academic research skills and university 
preparation, potentially leading to an alternative offer like BBB at A-level and an A in 
the EPQ - University of Leeds

“

“

“

“

”

”

”

”

WHAT THE UNIVERSITIES SAY ABOUT THE EPQ

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
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At Kew House Sixth Form, our careers and higher education provision is designed to inspire 
ambition, open doors, and equip students with the knowledge and confidence to make 
exceptional choices for life beyond school. Whether their goal is Oxbridge, a Russell Group 
university, an international institution, a specialist apprenticeship, or direct entry into the 
world of work, our programme ensures that students and parents are fully supported at 
every stage.

We build on the strong foundations of the careers programme in the lower school, while 
raising the level of challenge and opportunity to prepare students for highly competitive 
applications. Alongside academic excellence, we help students demonstrate the range of 
skills, aptitudes, and experiences that set them apart. Parents are closely involved through 
an open-door policy, briefings, and regular communication with tutors and key staff, making 
this a truly collaborative journey.

Our Careers and UCAS Programme includes:

•	 Personalised Guidance: Regular one-to-one careers interviews with the Sixth Form 
team, in addition to ongoing support from personal tutors and subject staff.

•	 Parent Partnership: Careers briefings, UCAS information evenings, and an open-
door approach to ensure parents are fully informed and engaged.

•	 Dedicated Lessons and Events: Careers guidance delivered through Individuals in 
Society lessons, which works in tandem with our Broadening Horizons programme. 

•	 Inspirational Speakers: A diverse range of visiting professionals and university 
representatives introduce students to pathways and opportunities across fields and 
industries.

•	 Specialist Application Support:

	Ɖ Tailored provision for Oxbridge and early-entry courses such as Medicine, 
Dentistry, and Veterinary Science.

	Ɖ Guidance on work experience placements, admissions tests, and interview 
preparation.

	Ɖ Expert support for international applications, including the US and Canada.

•	 Exploration and Experience: Visits to universities and UCAS fairs, alongside a one-
week work experience programme at the end of Year 12.

•	 UCAS Mentorship: Each student is paired with a mentor who provides detailed 
guidance on personal statements, course selection, and institution choice.

•	 Alternative Pathways: Ongoing information and advice on apprenticeships and 
employment opportunities throughout Year 13.

•	 Results Day Support: Dedicated staff on hand to guide students in accepting offers, 
navigating Clearing, and securing the best possible next step.

Our programme is not just about applications—it is about nurturing ambition, raising 
aspirations, and ensuring every student leaves us prepared to thrive in whichever path they 
choose. With expert guidance, bespoke support, and a wealth of opportunities, Kew House 
Sixth Form empowers students to take bold steps toward the future they envision.

UCAS AND CAREERS PROGRAMME
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We see our Sixth Formers as role models and leaders to the rest of the school and expect 
the highest standards of conduct and appearance. Our dress code is centred around an 
ethos of equality, professionalism and excellence.

Our Sixth Form dress code recognises the senior position that the students have reached in 
the school and allows them to step away from wearing school uniform. However, students 
are expected to wear professional dress and take great pride in their excellence. All 
elements of the dress code should be appropriate for situations such as a formal office 
environment or an interview. We seek to provide a practical and clear dress code which 
creates a positive ethos for the sixth form which captures the excellence of the students.

ALL STUDENTS ARE TO WEAR:

•	 a formal blazer or suit jacket
•	 a clean, collared shirt with a tie or a blouse. A tie is required to be worn with a 

collared shirt but not with a blouse.
•	 Straight leg, smart trousers down to ankle or a knee length fabric skirt of a non-

lycra material. If skirts are chosen to be worn they must be accompanied with 
tights. Both must be worn with a blazer or suit jacket. 

•	 Black, brown, grey or navy leather close-toed shoes. 
•	 a (optional) formal jumper e.g. v-neck worn under, but not instead of, the blazer 

or suit jacket.

*Students will be advised of the summer dress code during periods of warm weather where 
elements of the dress code will be relaxed.

JEWELLERY AND MAKEUP:

Students have the choice to wear makeup and/or jewellery to school so long as a professional 
looking image is maintained. This means:

•	 discreet and natural looking facial makeup with muted colours and no 
exaggerated designs.

•	 nails painted a single, muted colour with no designs or extensions. 
•	 no more than a single stud earring or small hoop in the lobe of each ear. (Clear 

studs are acceptable) 
•	 one ring per hand maximum with no large appendages.

Student hair must be neat. This means:

•	 no patterns shaved into hair or eyebrows.
•	 no extreme unnatural colours.
•	 moderated use of any product. 

Please note that the following items are NOT to be worn:
•	 denim
•	 hoodies or sweatshirts
•	 branded jumpers
•	 leggings or sportswear of any form (unless a Games’ Day)
•	 trainers or sports shoes
•	 ugg boots

Any coats worn should be one colour avoiding patterned bright designs and should have 
minimal branding. They are to be worn in addition to, but not instead of, a blazer/suit jacket.

SIXTH FORM DRESS CODE
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INDIVIDUALS IN SOCIETY AND THE GARDENER AWARD
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At Kew House Sixth Form, we believe that education must prepare young people not only 
for academic success, but also for the wider challenges and opportunities of adult life. Our 
Individuals in Society (IS) programme, combined with the prestigious Gardener Award, 
ensures that every student leaves us as a confident, capable, and well-rounded individual.

The IS programme builds on foundations from the lower school and extends them into 
Sixth Form with a greater focus on:

•	 Enterprise – developing practical skills such as leadership, teamwork, negotiation, 
and entrepreneurial thinking.

•	 Perspectives – encouraging debate, critical thinking, and the ability to see issues 
from multiple viewpoints.

•	 Wellbeing – supporting physical, emotional, and social health, with an emphasis on 
balance and resilience.

•	 Community – fostering responsibility, service, and global awareness.
•	 Creativity – nurturing artistic expression and problem-solving in real-world contexts.

Participation in lessons, lectures, events, and enrichment activities across these five strands 
leads to the completion of the Gardener Award in Year 13. Along the way, students take 
on meaningful opportunities such as leadership roles, community engagement, public 
speaking, and enterprise projects—experiences that enrich their personal growth while 
strengthening university and apprenticeship applications.

The Gardener Award is not an optional extra: it is embedded in the life of our Sixth Form, 
ensuring every student has the chance to develop the creativity and versatility that define 
true excellence.
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Leadership sits at the heart of Kew House Sixth Form. We encourage what we call the Janus 
Mindset—named after the Roman god of transitions and gateways, who looks both forwards 
and backwards. Our Sixth Form students embody this dual vision: ambitious and future-
focused as they prepare for life beyond school, while also rooted in the responsibility of 
guiding and nurturing the younger years behind them.

The Student Headship Team is the pinnacle of this philosophy. Mirroring the structure of 
our Senior Management Team, they take on significant responsibilities across academics, 
pastoral care, and the ethos of the Gardener Schools Group. Far more than symbolic roles, 
these are positions of genuine influence that shape the culture and development of our 
school.

Through these responsibilities, our Headship Team develop resilience, organisation, 
communication, and leadership skills of the highest calibre. They become visible role 
models within the school, embodying the balance of ambition and service that we expect 
of every Kew House Sixth Former.

For many, this is a transformative experience: the chance to lead, to inspire, and to leave a 
lasting legacy within the school community.

THE STUDENT HEADSHIP TEAM

Headship students are entrusted with leading in areas such as:

•	 Coordinating clubs and societies, ensuring younger pupils are inspired and engaged.
•	 Driving academic initiatives, from mentoring schemes to subject-based events.
•	 Championing wellbeing across the student body.
•	 Organising charity events, fundraisers, and service projects with real community impact.
•	 Chairing the Student Council and amplifying the student voice.
•	 Supporting cultural, creative, and sporting activities that enrich school life.
•	 Representing Kew House at internal and external events as role models and ambassadors.
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At Kew House, pastoral care is the foundation upon which our students’ academic and 
personal success is built. We pride ourselves on knowing every individual, supporting them 
with care, and providing the structures that allow them to thrive both inside and outside 
the classroom.

The cornerstone of this support is our vertical tutor group system. Each Sixth Form student 
belongs to a small, carefully balanced group led by a Personal Tutor (PT), with daily tutor time 
creating a consistent rhythm of connection and guidance. Remaining with the same tutor 
throughout their time at Kew House enables students to build trusted relationships, while 
allowing tutors to develop a deep understanding of each individual’s needs, ambitions, 
and challenges.

Personal Tutors act as the first point of contact for all pastoral and academic matters, 
working closely with subject teachers to provide a joined-up picture of each student’s 
progress. They also maintain close communication with parents, ensuring that feedback is 
clear, regular, and constructive. Parents receive eight reports a year via our online portal, 
providing comprehensive accounts of progress and targets. Importantly, our open-door 
policy encourages parents to meet with staff whenever needed, avoiding the limitations 
of traditional, rushed parent evenings and ensuring that concerns are addressed promptly 
and thoughtfully.

Beyond daily tutor time, Sixth Form students also gather weekly for assemblies. These bring 
the community together to explore topical issues, celebrate successes, and engage with 
presentations that broaden horizons and stimulate discussion across academic, social, and 
cultural themes.

This holistic approach ensures that every student is supported as a whole person. With 
attentive pastoral care, high expectations, and a culture of trust, we empower our students 
to meet challenges with confidence, build resilience, and flourish as young adults ready to 
seize the opportunities ahead.

PASTORAL CARE IN THE SIXTH FORM
PA
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At Kew House School’s Sixth Form, we aspire to bring together a community of motivated, 
mature, and intellectually curious students. Our Sixth Formers thrive in a warm and 
welcoming environment, making the most of our state-of-the-art facilities and the expertise 
of teachers who are specialists in their fields. 

The first step, after visiting, is to complete both our registration form and Sixth Form 
application form. Alongside these, we request predicted grade information and a 
confidential reference from the applicant’s current school. A recent school report will also 
help us gain a fuller picture of academic progress, commitment to study, work ethic, and 
engagement with extra-curricular activities. Interviews for internal applicants begin in the 
autumn term. 

Registration form: 
https://kewhouseschool.com/admissions/register-your-child/

Sixth Form application form:
https://gardenerschools.wufoo.com/forms/p14xq92e1nvkh0s/

Rather than relying on internal testing, offers of places are based on GCSE results. Predicted 
grades will inform interview discussions about likely academic performance and suitability 
for A Level or BTEC courses. 

We value applicants as individuals. Interviews provide an opportunity to share not only 
academic ambitions but also personal interests, achievements, and how students have 
embraced opportunities beyond the classroom. We are especially interested in how 
applicants would contribute to the life of Kew House School as Sixth Formers. 

Entry criteria for external applicants 

•	 At least 5 GCSEs at grade 6 or above, including English and Maths. 
•	 A minimum of grade 6 or 7 in subjects chosen for A Level study (or equivalent). 
•	 Meeting additional subject-specific criteria where required (e.g. grade 6 or 7 in 

Maths for A Level Physics or Computer Science). 

Further information is available in the subjects guide section of this brochure. Applicants 
should note that any offer of a place is ultimately at the Headmaster’s discretion. Kew House 
School fees are the same across all year groups (Year 7 to Year 13).

SIXTH FORM ADMISSIONS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

https://kewhouseschool.com/admissions/register-your-child/
https://gardenerschools.wufoo.com/forms/p14xq92e1nvkh0s/
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Scholarships for Sixth Form Entry 

We are proud to celebrate and support pupils’ achievements through a range of scholarships 
at Kew House School. 

Academic Scholars 
Academic Scholarships are awarded to pupils who demonstrate outstanding academic 
ability. Year 12 Scholarships are considered at three points in the year: 

•	 For current and external applicants during the Autumn Term of Year 11. 
•	 For current KHS pupils who excel in their January mock GCSE exams. 
•	 For Year 11 pupils who achieve exceptional GCSE results. 

Art, Design & Technology, Music, Drama, and Sports Scholars 
Scholarships in these fields recognise potential, excellence and talent. 

•	 Music scholarships include remission of peripatetic fees for up to two 
instruments. 

•	 Drama scholarships include remission for LAMDA examination preparation. 
•	 Art and Design & Technology scholarships offer an enrichment package of 

materials and opportunities within the Scholarship Programme. 

Gardener Scholars 
Gardener Scholarships are awarded to all-rounders entering Year 12 who show both high 
academic ability and talent in at least one specialist subject area. These students make a 
strong contribution to school life and embody Kew House values. There is no separate 
application process for this award. 

More information can be found on our scholarships page: 
https://kewhouseschool.com/admissions/scholarships/
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https://kewhouseschool.com/admissions/scholarships/
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SUBJECT 
Biology

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H420)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A-Level Biology delves into fundamental questions about life, from the mechanics of the 
heart to the potential of GM crops in combating hunger. The course covers a broad range of 
topics, including molecular biology, ecosystems, and human physiology, equipping students 
for careers in medicine, conservation, and research. Through rigorous challenges, students 
develop practical skills in state-of-the-art laboratories, guided by enthusiastic teachers who 
foster a supportive learning environment. Practical investigations enhance problem-solving 
abilities and apply biological knowledge to real-world contexts, preparing students for higher 
education and future careers.

COURSE INFORMATION  
The course consists of six modules:

•	 Development of Practical Skills: Focuses on experimental design and data 
analysis, including a non-examined practical endorsement.

•	 Foundations in Biology: Covers cell structure, biological molecules, enzymes, and 
stem cell therapeutic use.

•	 Exchange and Transport: Examines gas exchange and transport systems in 
organisms, highlighting surface area to volume ratio.

•	 Biodiversity, Evolution, and Disease: Introduces ecology, organism classification, 
and evolutionary defences against pathogens.

•	 Communication, Homeostasis, and Energy: Investigates organism responses to 
stimuli and homeostatic regulation.

•	 Genetics, Evolution, and Ecosystems: Explores gene function, heredity, and DNA 
manipulation techniques.

EXAMINATION
•	 Biological Processes: (100 marks) 2 hours and 15 minutes written paper (37% of total GCE) 
•	 Biological Diversity: (100 marks) 2 hours and 15 minutes written paper (37% of total GCE)
•	 Unified Biology: (70 marks) 1 hour and 30 minutes written paper (26% of total GCE) 

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7/6 Combined Science or Grade 6 in Separate Science Biology and 6 or 7 Maths.
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Business

EXAM BOARD
Edexcel

SPECIFICATION
A Level (9BS0)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Business at Kew House provides students with an in-depth understanding of how 
businesses operate on local, national, and global scales. The course covers business topics 
such as recruitment, leadership, and employee motivation while also delving into the 
responsibilities businesses and individuals face. Key subjects include ethical dilemmas, 
leadership theories, business planning, and human resource management. A strong 
emphasis is placed on financial management, exploring topics like raising finance, financial 
planning, and the economic environment. Students will develop critical real-world skills 
such as decision-making, data analysis, and problem-solving. The course is ideal for those 
with an interest in business, and it equips learners with vital skills like group work and 
presentation abilities.

COURSE INFORMATION
No prior study of Business is required, but strong grades in GCSE Maths and English are 
recommended. Students must have a good command of essay writing, numerical skills, 
and logical, analytical thinking. The course encourages learners to engage with the 
business world, undertake independent research, and apply critical thinking to real-world 
scenarios. It suits students with a strong interest in commerce and those willing to conduct 
background reading on business topics.

EXAMINATION
The assessment consists of three externally examined papers, each 2 hours long. There is 
no coursework.

•	 Paper 1: Marketing, People, and Global Businesses
•	 Paper 2: Business Activities, Decisions & Strategy
•	 Paper 3: Investigating Business in a Competitive Environment

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 English Language and Grade 5 Maths, along with proficiency in essay writing, 
numerical, and analytical skills.



SIXTH FORM SUBJECTS 17

C
H

EM
ISTRY

SUBJECT
Chemistry

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H432)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The OCR A Level Chemistry course equips students with a strong understanding of the 
chemical principles that underpin the world around us. It is a challenging and intellectually 
stimulating subject that develops both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. Across six 
modules, students explore core topics such as the foundations of chemistry, the periodic 
table, organic chemistry, physical chemistry, and analytical techniques. In addition, hands-
on practical work is integrated throughout the course to help students develop essential 
scientific techniques and prepare for the practical endorsement. The course not only helps 
students understand key chemical concepts but also builds a wide array of transferable 
skills, which are highly valuable in various career paths. Chemistry opens doors to careers 
in fields such as medicine, pharmacy, veterinary science, research, and teaching, as well as 
roles in finance and business due to the problem-solving and analytical skills gained.

COURSE INFORMATION
The OCR A Level Chemistry course is divided into six modules, covering both first- and 
second-year content. Year 1 modules include the foundations of chemistry, the periodic 
table, energy, and core organic chemistry. In Year 2, students delve into more advanced 
topics, such as physical chemistry, transition elements, and complex organic chemistry with 
an emphasis on analytical techniques. Throughout the two-year program, students develop 
practical skills in laboratory settings, which are assessed via a practical endorsement. This 
endorsement is vital for demonstrating competency in conducting scientific experiments.

EXAMINATION
The A Level Chemistry exam consists of three written papers and a practical endorsement:

•	 Paper 1: Periodic Table, Elements and Physical Chemistry – 100 marks, 2 hours 
15 minutes

•	 Paper 2: Synthesis and Analytical Techniques – 100 marks, 2 hours 15 minutes
•	 Paper 3: Unified Chemistry – 70 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes
•	 The practical endorsement is a non-exam assessment where students complete 

various practical activities over the two years, evaluated internally.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7/6 Combined Science or Grade 6 in Separate Science Chemistry and 6 or 7 Maths.
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BRIEF OVERVIEW
The OCR A Level Computer Science course is your chance to step into the engine room of 
modern technology.

From social media platforms and game design to artificial intelligence and cybersecurity, 
computing shapes the world around us. This course takes you behind the scenes, giving 
you the knowledge and skills to not just use technology, but to create it.

Students will master the fundamentals of programming, algorithms, data structures, and 
computational thinking – the tools that power everything from apps to advanced scientific 
research. You’ll also explore how computers actually work, from the hardware inside the 
machine to the operating systems, networks, and databases that keep our digital world 
connected.

Over the two years, you’ll examine the real-world impact of technology, including ethical, 
legal, and cultural issues, while also learning about exciting areas like encryption and 
emerging computing innovations. A major highlight is the non-exam assessment project, 
where you’ll design and develop a complete piece of software to solve a problem of your 
choice – giving you a chance to showcase creativity, innovation, and technical expertise. 
 
OCR Computer Science isn’t just a subject – it’s a launchpad. Whether you see yourself in 
software engineering, game development, AI, or any field that uses tech, this course equips 
you with the skills to thrive in a digital future.

COURSE INFORMATION
The OCR Computer Science syllabus is divided into 12 units. During the first year, students 
focus on programming fundamentals, algorithms, data structures, and computational 
thinking. The second year covers advanced topics such as computer architecture, 
networking, databases, and functional programming. Units include studying data 
representation, encryption, hardware components, and the ethical uses of computing in 
society. Additionally, a non-exam assessment involves a practical software development 
project, offering hands-on experience in creating functional programs.

SUBJECT
Computer Science

EXAMINATION
The A Level Computer Science exam consists of two written papers and a non-exam assessment:

•	 Paper 1: Covers theory on computer systems, algorithms, and data representation, 2 hours 30 
minutes, 140 marks.

•	 Paper 2: Focuses on programming and system development, 2 hours 30
•	 minutes, 140 marks.
•	 Non-Exam Assessment: Students undertake a practical project to develop a
•	 software solution to a real-world problem, 70 marks.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Students are recommended to have a strong background in Mathematics (Grade 6 or above) and an 
interest in problem-solving. Previous experience in Computer Science at GCSE level (Grade 6 or higher) is 
advantageous.

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A-Level H446
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Design and Technology: Product Design

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7552)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Design and Technology is a dynamic and creative qualification that equips 
students with practical skills, theoretical knowledge, and confidence for careers in the 
creative industries. The course allows students to produce prototypes using excellent 
CAD/CAM facilities, including SolidWorks and 3D printers. These skills give students an 
edge in university applications. Throughout the course, students gain a comprehensive 
understanding of design, guided by industry-experienced teaching staff. There are trips 
to industry and university workshops, further enriching their learning experience. The 
course covers a broad range of topics and emphasizes both creative and STEM elements, 
preparing students for various university programs and career paths.

COURSE INFORMATION
The AQA specification includes 24 units, covered over two years alongside practical 
projects, CAD/CAM training, and the Non-Exam Assessment (NEA), which begins in April 
of Year 12 and runs until March of Year 13. Students design and create a professional-
quality product of their choice for the NEA, which constitutes 50% of the final grade. The 
course uniquely blends creativity with STEM disciplines, providing a strong foundation for 
various higher education pathways and careers.

EXAMINATION
The A Level is assessed through two exam papers and the NEA, each contributing 50% of 
the final grade.

•	 Paper 1: Technical Principles
•	 Paper 2: Design and Making Principles
•	 The NEA involves designing and making a professional product, started in Year 

12 and completed by Year 13.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 Design & Technology or 3D Design and Grade 5 in Maths.
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BRIEF OVERVIEW
The A Level Drama course encourages students to develop practical creativity alongside 
academic understanding. Through studying drama and theatre, students gain essential skills such 
as collaboration, communication, and critical thinking, which are valuable for further education 
and various career paths. This course blends practical work with theoretical exploration, enabling 
students to grow in confidence and refine their performance or technical skills.

Students will explore set texts, create original drama, and present performance pieces, learning 
to work as performers, designers, or directors. The course also involves reflective analysis, live 
theatre evaluations, and engaging with different theatre practitioners. With a focus on both 
individual and collaborative work, Drama students will gain a well-rounded appreciation of 
theatre’s role in society and culture.

COURSE INFORMATION
The AQA Drama A Level consists of three components:

•	 Component 1: NEA examined in school and moderated by the exam board / 30% of 
the qualification / 80 marks

•	 Devise an original performance piece.
•	 Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.
•	 Centre choice of text and practitioner.
•	 Performer or designer routes are available. 

SUBJECT
Drama

There are two parts to the assessment:  

1) A 3,000-word portfolio which can be typed, verbally recorded, or a combination. 

2) the devised performance/design realisation

•	 Component 2: NEA performed to a visiting examiner / 30% of the A Level 2 scripts are studied 
and performed (usually a group piece and duo/monos) No written element Performer or designer 
routes are available.

•	 Component 3: Written Exam / 2.5 hours / 80 marks / 40% of the A Level Section A - Set Text: 
Woyzeck by Georg Buchner - Multiple choice - Director Q (1 Question 24 marks) Re-imagine the 
play in the style of a practitioner Section B - Set Text: That Face by Polly Stenham - Given extract 
- Actor & Designer (2 Qs 18 marks each) Section C - Live Theatre Review - Statement to argue 
(20 marks) Allowed 500-word notes

EXAMINATION
The A Level Drama examination consists of three components:

•	 Component 1: Drama and Theatre – A 3-hour written exam (40%), covering two set texts and live theatre 
evaluation.

•	 Component 2: Creating Original Drama – Practical performance (10%) and a working notebook (20%).
•	 Component 3: Making Theatre – Practical performance (20%) and a reflective report (10%).

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in Drama or Grade 6 English Language/Literature. 

EXAM BOARD
Edexcel

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7262)
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Economics

EXAM BOARD
Edexcel

SPECIFICATION
A Level (9EC0)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Economics at Kew House offers students a deep understanding of the key financial 
issues impacting society and the economic solutions to these problems. The course helps 
develop the analytical skills, evaluation techniques, and critical thinking necessary to 
thrive in higher education and the workplace. In Year 12, students study Macroeconomics, 
focusing on the UK economy within the EU and global contexts, and Microeconomics, 
analysing market operations and government interventions. In Year 13, emphasis shifts 
to globalisation, international trade, public finance, and the development of emerging 
economies. Financial and behavioural economics also play a significant role throughout 
the course.

COURSE INFORMATION
In Year 12, students will cover key macroeconomic and microeconomic concepts, focusing 
on the operation of markets, market failure, and the UK’s economy within the global context. 
Year 13 builds on these themes with a greater emphasis on globalisation, international 
trade, and the financial sector. Students are encouraged to develop a comprehensive 
understanding of both theoretical and practical economic issues. While A Level Mathematics 
is recommended for those considering studying Economics at top universities, it is not 
essential for this A Level.

EXAMINATION
The course is assessed through three externally examined papers, each 2 hours long. There 
is no coursework or NEA component.

•	 Paper 1: Introduction to Markets and Market Failure
•	 Paper 2: The UK Economy – Performance and Policies
•	 Paper 3: Business Behaviour and the Labour Market, with a global perspective

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
A solid foundation in Mathematics and an interest in current economic issues is 
recommended. A Level Mathematics is advisable for those considering Economics at top 
universities.
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English Literature

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7717B)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The AQA A Level English Literature course offers students the opportunity to explore a 
wide array of texts, developing a deep appreciation of literature across genres and time 
periods. Students will critically engage with influential works, including plays, poetry, and 
novels by authors like Shakespeare, Blake, Ibsen, and Fitzgerald. Through these studies, 
students will gain insight into themes such as the human condition, societal values, and 
personal identity.

Over the two-year course, students will analyse at least eight major texts, while also 
developing sophisticated reading and analytical skills. In addition to their coursework 
and exams, students are encouraged to explore supplementary readings and participate 
in theatre trips and lectures to enhance their literary understanding. Students who enjoy 
engaging in discussion and analysing complex texts will find this course both stimulating 
and rewarding.

COURSE INFORMATION AND EXAMINATION
The AQA English Literature A Level comprises three main components:

•	 Paper 1(a): Literary Genres – Aspects of Tragedy 
Students study three texts within the tragic genre, focusing on themes of 
flawed protagonists, suffering, and conflict. Texts often include Othello, The 
Great Gatsby, and Death of a Salesman, with attention to how different authors 
interpret the elements of tragedy.

•	 Paper 2(b): Elements of Political and Social Protest Writing 
Students explore texts that address power, oppression, and rebellion, analysing 
how literature reflects and influences societal issues. Typical texts include 
The Handmaid’s Tale, A Doll’s House, and The Kite Runner, alongside unseen 
extracts exploring themes of political protest and social class.

•	 Independent Coursework 
In this component, students choose and analyse two texts—one prose and one 
poetry—using critical approaches such as feminist, Marxist, or post-colonial 
theory. This unit fosters 

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a 6 in GCSE English Literature is recommended for this course. Strong 
reading, analytical, and writing skills are essential for success in the coursework and written 
examinations. Students should be prepared to engage in independent reading and 
research throughout the course.
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Fine Art

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7202)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Fine Art at Kew House is designed for creative, committed, and imaginative students 
who wish to explore their thoughts and feelings through artistic expression. Building on 
skills developed at GCSE, this course allows students to experiment and push creative 
boundaries across a wide range of artistic media and techniques. Students will learn to 
create personal, imaginative work, and the course encourages creativity, independence, 
and problem-solving. Fine Art complements other subjects, enhancing original thinking 
and helping students develop their artistic skills for various career paths in the creative 
industry.

COURSE INFORMATION
The course introduces students to a variety of fine art media, processes, and techniques, 
both traditional and modern, encouraging exploration through online journals and 
sketchbooks. Students may specialize in areas such as drawing, painting, mixed media, 
sculpture, ceramics, installation, printmaking, and photography. In Component 1, students 
work on a personal investigation supported by written material, contributing 60% of their 
final grade. Component 2 requires personal work in response to a set starting point, 
contributing 40% of the final marks.

EXAMINATION
•	 Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A Level) – A creative exploration 

of an idea or theme, supported by written work.
•	 Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40% of A Level) – Students produce 

personal work in response to one of eight starting points provided by the exam 
board.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in Art or Design and Technology.
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SUBJECT
Food Science and Nutrition

EXAM BOARD
WJEC

SPECIFICATION
Level 3 Diploma (601/4552/3)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
An understanding of food science and nutrition is vital across various industries, 
from healthcare and fitness to hospitality, food production, and government policy. 
This qualification equips students with practical and theoretical knowledge used by 
nutritionists, sports coaches, and food manufacturers to support healthy eating and 
develop food products. The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition is an 
applied qualification designed to make learning relevant through case studies and real-
world applications. Students develop independent learning, problem-solving skills, project 
management, and research abilities. These skills are valuable for both higher education 
and employment opportunities in food science and related industries.

COURSE INFORMATION AND EXAMINATION
The course consists of four units, with students required to complete two mandatory units 
and one optional unit over the two years:

•	 Unit 1: Meeting the Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups (Mandatory) 
Internal and external assessment. Students explore the science behind food safety, 
nutrition, and the needs of different groups. Practical sessions allow students to 
develop skills in producing quality food items for specific dietary needs.

•	 Unit 2: Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat (Mandatory) 
External assessment. Focuses on food safety and hygiene, crucial for careers in food 
production. Hands-on practical sessions reinforce theoretical knowledge.

•	 Unit 3: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems (Optional) 
Internal assessment. Involves experimentation to address issues in food production, 
building on prior learning.

•	 Unit 4: Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition (Optional)

External assessment. Students explore contemporary topics in the field, allowing for a 
personalised study experience.

RECOMMENDED SUBJECTS TO PAIR WITH THIS COURSE
To benefit from this course, students may combine it with other Level 3 qualifications, 
such as AS/A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Sociology, or Maths. Alternatively, pairing with 
qualifications in Hospitality or Science will prepare students for further studies in higher 
education.
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French

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7652)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The A Level French course builds on the knowledge and skills gained at GCSE, offering an 
integrated study of language, culture, and society. It helps students develop transferable 
skills such as communication, critical thinking, and research, which are valuable both in 
personal development and in various careers. The course explores how French-speaking 
societies have been shaped socially and culturally, with a focus on how they continue to 
evolve. Students who wish to study French or another subject in higher education, or those 
aiming to enter the workforce, will find this course highly beneficial.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will cover key themes related to French-speaking society over two years, studying 
both social and political issues. Social Issues and Trends such as ‘Changing family structures’, 
‘The cyber-society’ and ‘The role of voluntary work’. Artistic Culture including ‘A culture 
proud of its heritage’, ‘Contemporary francophone music’ and ‘Cinema as an art form’ in 
the first year.  During the second and third years student will look further into social issues, 
trends and political culture, exploring themes such as ‘Positive features of a diverse society’, 
‘Life for the marginalised’ and ‘Demonstrations and strikes’.

Students are expected to master French grammar and structures appropriate for A-level. 
Knowledge from GCSE will be assumed, and students will be required to use grammar and 
structures actively and accurately in all exam tasks.

Individual Research Project: Students must undertake an individual research project on a 
subject related to a French-speaking country. They will collect and analyse information from 
French sources, developing research skills. The findings will be presented and discussed in 
the speaking assessment.

EXAMINATION
The AQA A-level French is assessed through three exams:

•	 Paper 1: Listening, Reading, and Writing: Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes, Marks: 
160, 50% of A-level

•	 Paper 2: Writing: Duration: 2 hours, Marks: 90, Weighting: 20% of A-level
•	 Paper 3: Speaking: Duration: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation) 

Marks: 60, 30% of A-level

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE French is recommended to access the A-level course. The ability to grasp 
complex grammar structures and immerse in cultural studies is crucial for success.
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Geography

EXAM BOARD
Pearson Edexcel

SPECIFICATION
A Level (9GE0)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Geography A Level equips students with a comprehensive understanding of both physical 
and human geography, exploring the interconnectedness of these disciplines. The course 
covers contemporary issues and challenges, fostering a deep understanding of the world 
and its dynamics. Students will develop skills in analysis, critical thinking, and problem-
solving, making them highly marketable for various career paths.

COURSE CONTENT AND EXAMINATION
The Edexcel syllabus consists of four units. Units 1, 2, and 4 are taught over the first and 
second years, while Unit 3 is covered in the second year.

•	 Unit 1: Physical Geography (9GEO/01) Topics: Tectonic processes and hazards, 
The water cycle and water insecurity, The carbon cycle and energy security, 
Glaciated landscapes. Assessed through an exam with short open-response, 
resource-linked, and extended writing questions. 

•	 Unit 2: Human Geography (9GEO/01) Topics: Globalisation, Superpowers, 
Regenerating places and Health, human rights, and intervention. Assessed 
through an exam with short open-response, resource-linked, and extended 
writing questions. Students will complete a day of fieldwork in the London 
Docklands to develop their understanding of UK regeneration projects.

•	 Unit 3: Synoptic Paper (9GEO/03) Draws on all content from the course, 
involves problem-solving and decision-making activities and relates to a 
contemporary geographical issue within a place-based context. Assessed 
through an exam with problem-solving and decision-making activities.

•	 Unit 4: Coursework (Non-Examined Assessment) (9GEO/94) Content: 
Independent investigation based on a fieldwork study, students will complete 
a 4-day fieldwork course in the Lake District and develop skills required for 
independent study

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE Geography is recommended to access the A-level course. The ability to 
engage with both theoretical and practical aspects of geography is crucial for success.
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History

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H505)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level History provides students with essential insights into the past, helping them 
understand the world in which we live today. This course fosters analytical and critical 
thinking skills, essential for a wide range of careers and highly valued by employers and 
universities. It covers significant periods and events, helping students appreciate the 
complexities of history and its enduring influence on current affairs.

COURSE CONTENT
The OCR syllabus is divided into four units. Units 1 and 2 are studied in the first year, while 
Units 3 and 4 are covered in the second year.

•	 Unit 1: Y108 – The Early Stuarts and the Origins of the Civil War (1603–1660) 
Topics: The reigns of James I and Charles I, relationships between the monarchy 
and Parliament, foreign policy and religious disputes (Catholics vs. Protestants), 
Causes and nature of rebellion and unrest. 

•	 Enquiry topics: Execution of Charles I and the Interregnum (1646–1660) and 
how England was ruled without a monarchy and the eventual restoration.

•	 Unit 2: Y218 – International Relations (1890–1941) Topics: Causes of the First 
World War, reasons for Germany’s defeat, the Paris peace settlement: aims, 
terms, and impact, international diplomacy in the 1920s, causes of the Second 
World War in Europe and Asia.

•	 Unit 3: Y318 – Russia and its Rulers (1855–1964) Content: The nature of 
Russian government from the Tsars to the Communist dictatorship, impact of 
government policies on Russian society, analysis of similarities and differences 
between autocratic and Communist rule, comparison of key rulers such as Tsar 
Alexander II, Lenin, Stalin, and Khrushchev.

•	 Unit 4: Independent Historical Investigation (Coursework): Students will 
complete a 3,500 to 4,000-word essay on a historical topic of their choice.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE History is recommended for students wishing to take A Level History. 
Analytical and writing skills are essential for success in this course.
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SUBJECT
Latin

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H443)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Latin offers a unique opportunity to explore the history, literature, and culture of 
Ancient Rome through the original texts that have survived. Students engage with works 
by authors such as Tacitus, Livy, Cicero, Virgil, and Ovid, deepening their understanding of 
Roman society and its influence on the modern world. The course not only enhances students’ 
translation skills but also helps develop analytical, critical thinking, and appreciation for 
language, which are highly transferable to other areas of study and professional life.

COURSE CONTENT AND EXAMINATION
The OCR  A Level Latin course is studied over two years and consists of two main components: 
Language and Literature. Students will take four exams at the end of Year 2.

Students study advanced Latin syntax and accidence, furthering their knowledge of 
vocabulary and translation skills. They will translate both Latin to English and English to 
Latin, building on the foundations laid at GCSE. Two language exams will be taken at the 
end of Year 2: Unseen translation (1 hour 45 minutes) 33% of the total mark and Prose 
composition or Comprehension (1 hour 15 minutes) 17% of the total mark.

Students study a selection of original literary texts in both prose and verse, gaining insight 
into the history and culture of the Roman world. They will critically engage with texts from 
famous authors such as Cicero and Virgil, exploring different writing styles and the use of 
language, examined at the end of Year 2: Prose literature (2 hours), 25% of the total mark 
and Verse literature (2 hours), 25% of the total mark. 

In addition to the core components, students will deepen their understanding of Roman 
history and culture. This will involve Independent Learning (ILC) assignments and the use 
of various media, including documentaries, to enhance learning and provide a broader 
context.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE Latin is recommended to take this course. A passion for ancient history, 
literature, and languages is beneficial for success.
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Mathematics

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H240)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Mathematics builds on the foundations laid at GCSE and covers a mix of pure 
mathematics, statistics, and mechanics. The course offers students the chance to delve 
deeper into mathematical theories and their applications, equipping them with essential 
analytical, logical, and problem-solving skills that are valuable across many disciplines and 
careers.

COURSE CONTENT 
The A Level Mathematics course is structured around three key areas: Pure Mathematics, 
Statistics, and Mechanics. All content is assessed through three exams at the end of Year 
13, with no modular assessments. Pure Mathematics consists of Algebra, where topics 
include Proof, Algebra and Functions, Coordinate Geometry in the x-y Plane, Sequences 
and Series, Exponentials and Logarithms, and Trigonometry Geometry: Study of Vectors, 
Calculus: Differentiation and Integration and Numerical Methods: Solving equations and 
approximations.

Statistics, which cover large Data Set: Released prior to the exam, students explore data in 
real-world contexts. Statistical Sampling: Various methods and distributions, Hypothesis 
Testing: Applications to real-life scenarios, Data Presentation and Interpretation, Probability: 
Exploring chance and uncertainty in various situations and Mechanics, looking at Quantities 
and Units in Mechanics, Kinematics: Motion and velocity, Forces and Newton’s Laws: 
Concepts from physics applied to mathematical problems, Moments: The study of forces 
acting at a distance from a pivot point.

EXAMINATION
A Level Mathematics is assessed at the end of Year 13 through three exams, each lasting 2 
hours. Each exam contributes one-third to the final grade:

•	 Paper 1: Pure Mathematics (2 hours)
•	 Paper 2: Pure Mathematics and Statistics (2 hours)
•	 Paper 3: Pure Mathematics and Mechanics (2 hours)

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Students are required to achieve a Grade 7 or higher in GCSE Mathematics to take this 
course due to the challenging nature of the content.
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Further Mathematics

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H245)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Further Mathematics A Level is a course designed for students who have a strong interest 
in mathematics and wish to extend their knowledge beyond the standard A Level syllabus. 
It provides in-depth exploration of advanced topics such as complex numbers, matrices, 
and advanced calculus, as well as optional modules in areas like statistics, mechanics, 
discrete maths, and additional pure mathematics. This course is ideal for those considering 
mathematics or engineering at university.

Note: Further Mathematics can only be studied alongside A Level Mathematics.

COURSE CONTENT
The Further Mathematics course is divided into compulsory core content and optional 
modules. The core content constitutes 50% of the course, with the other 50% made up of 
two optional modules chosen by the school based on staffing and student needs.

Core Content (Compulsory):  Extension of topics from A Level Mathematics: Proof, Algebra, 
Functions, Calculus, and Vectors. Advanced topics: Complex Numbers, Matrices, Polar 
Coordinates, and Hyperbolic Functions.

Optional Modules: Students will take two optional modules. The modules for the current 
year are Mechanics and Additional Pure Mathematics. These include Statistics, Mechanics, 
Discrete Mathematics and Additional Pure Mathematics

EXAMINATION
The Further Mathematics course is assessed at the end of Year 13 with four 90-minute 
exams. Each paper is worth one-quarter of the final grade:

•	 Core Content Paper 1 (90 minutes)
•	 Core Content Paper 2 (90 minutes)
•	 Option 1 (90 minutes - Mechanics)
•	 Option 2 (90 minutes - Additional Pure Mathematics)

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Students are required to have a Grade 8 or higher in GCSE Mathematics and be studying 
A Level Mathematics alongside Further Mathematics.
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Music

EXAM BOARD
Eduqas

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H143)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
A Level Music is a comprehensive program that builds upon the foundational skills 
developed in GCSE Music. It focuses on analysis, composition, and performance, allowing 
students to deepen their understanding of diverse musical styles, including classical, 
pop, jazz, and contemporary music. This course aims to cultivate both the theoretical and 
practical aspects of music, encouraging creativity and critical listening.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT
The A Level Music curriculum consists of three main components: Analysis, Performance, 
and Composition, allowing students to explore music from various perspectives.

Students will analyse specific pieces of music to develop a deeper understanding of their 
stylistic features. The analysis is divided into three Areas of Study:

•	 Area of Study A: The Western Classical Tradition
•	 Area of Study B: Pop and Rock, Jazz or Musical Theatre
•	 Area of Study C: Music in the 20th Century

Students will engage in both solo and ensemble performances, honing their skills as 
musicians. Performance Options: A 35% performance and 25% composition (for students 
who prefer performing), or 25% performance and 35% composition (for students who 
prefer composing). 

Students will compose original pieces in various styles, showcasing their creativity and 
understanding of musical techniques.

The A Level Music assessment includes both practical and written components:

•	 Listening and Written Exam (2 hours)
•	 Performance
•	 Composition

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Recommended Grade 6 GCSE Music and Grade 4 instrument. 
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SUBJECT
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts

EXAM BOARD
Pearson

SPECIFICATION
BTEC Level 3 (60172332)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Kew House School emphasises the creative arts, offering extensive opportunities in drama 
and music through its curriculum and enrichment programs. The BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Certificate caters to students interested in performing arts, promoting applied 
learning and preparation for higher education. This qualification, equivalent to one A Level, 
provides a broad introduction to the performing arts sector, emphasising transferable skills 
such as communication, presentation, and creativity.

COURSE INFORMATION
The course comprises four units:

•	 Investigating Practitioners’ Work: Develops critical analysis skills through the 
study of performing arts practitioners.

•	 Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance: Focuses on enhancing 
technical skills across at least two performance styles.

•	 Group Performance Workshop (Devising): Encourages collaborative creation of 
performances based on given stimuli, integrating various skills.

•	 Acting Styles: Explores different acting methods, applying techniques in 
rehearsal and performance contexts.

EXAMINATION
Assessment is based on a grading scale from Distinction (D) to Unclassified (U). Units 1 
and 3 are externally assessed, while Units 2 and 4 are internally assessed by teachers. 
Assessments include performances, presentations, and extended writing under controlled 
conditions.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 Drama, or Grade 6 English Language / Literature
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Physical Education

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7582)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The AQA A Level in Physical Education builds on the foundation established at the GCSE 
level, aiming to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the scientific, 
socio-cultural, and practical dimensions of physical education. The course emphasises the 
development of theoretical knowledge related to physical activity, sport, and performance 
improvement. Students will also explore the physiological and psychological influences on 
performance, socio-cultural factors affecting participation in sports, and the role of technology 
in enhancing physical activity.

COURSE CONTENT
Over the two years, students will delve into the following key areas: Applied Anatomy and 
Physiology, Skill Acquisition, Sport and Society, Analysing the relationship between sports and 
societal influences, including issues of equity and diversity, Exercise Physiology, Investigating 
the physiological responses and adaptations to exercise and physical activity, Biomechanical 
Movement, Sport Psychology, The Role of Technology in Physical Activity and Sport

ASSESSMENT
At the conclusion of the two-year course, students will be assessed through various methods: 

•	 Paper 1: Factors Affecting Participation in Physical Activity and Sport (2 hours, 105 
marks, 35% of A Level), 

•	 Paper 2: Factors Affecting Optimal Performance in Physical Activity and Sport  
(2 hours, 105 marks, 35% of A Level) and NEA (Non-Examined Assessment): Practical 
Performance in Physical Activity and Sport (Internal assessment, 90 marks, 30% of A 
Level.)

NEA Performance Analysis Assessment

•	 Analysis and Evaluation (15% of A Level)  
Students must analyse and evaluate a performance as either a player/performer 
or coach in one specified activity. This can involve self-analysis or analysis of 
another’s performance. Students can choose to present this in written format 
or through a combination of written materials and verbal explanation (e.g., 
presentations). 
 
Practical Performance (15% of A Level) 
Students need to provide video evidence of their performance in a full-sided 
version of their chosen sport. They will be assessed on their ability to consistently 
perform a range of skills.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students should consider enrolling in this course only if they are competing at a high level in 
their chosen sport outside of school, as the NEA component accounts for almost one-third of 
the total award.
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Physics

EXAM BOARD
OCR

SPECIFICATION
A Level (H556)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Physics is the study of the fundamental principles that govern the natural world. The A-Level 
Physics course builds upon the foundational skills learned at the GCSE level, enabling 
students to model and describe physical situations with increased precision and detail. 
Central to the curriculum is the emphasis on practical work, where students engage in 
complex experiments with a significant degree of independence. This course is ideal for 
students who are inquisitive, logically minded, and enjoy abstract concepts, particularly 
in the context of mathematical modeling. Physics complements a variety of subjects, 
including Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Economics, Design Technology, 
Biology, and Geography.

COURSE CONTENT
The OCR A-Level Physics syllabus consists of 6 modules: 

Module 1: Practical Skills, Module 2: Foundations of Physics, Module 3: Forces and 
Motion, Module 4: Electrons, Waves, and Photons, Module 5: The Newtonian World and 
Astrophysics, Module 6: Particles and Medical Physics

ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed through 100% examination at the end of the two-year course:

•	 Paper 1 - Modules 1, 2, 3, & 5 (2 hours 15 minutes)
•	 Paper 2 - Modules 1, 2, 4, & 6 (2 hours 15 minutes)
•	 Paper 3 - All modules (1 hour 30 minutes)

Additionally, the Practical Endorsement is internally assessed throughout the course and is 
reported separately as a pass or fail grade.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7/6 in Combined Science or Grade 6 in Separate Science, Physics and Grade 7 in 
Mathematics.
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PO
LITIC

S
SUBJECT
Politics

EXAM BOARD
Edexcel

SPECIFICATION
A Level (9PL0)

BRIEF OVERVIEW

The A-Level Politics course is ideal for students with a keen interest in current affairs and a 
passion for debate and discussion. Politics influences everyone’s lives through the actions of 
politicians, making the study of political processes and decisions a vital aspect of our societal 
framework. This subject requires students to engage with contemporary issues by reading 
news articles, watching political programs such as Question Time and Daily Politics, and 
analysing the decision-making processes within a democratic system.

COURSE CONTENT
The course is divided into three components: 

Component 1: UK Politics Political Participation. Students will explore topics including 
democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour, the media, 
core political Ideas and the three major political ideologies: Conservatism, Liberalism and 
Socialism. 

In Component 2: UK Government, key areas of focus include: the constitution, Parliament, 
the Prime Minister and the executive, relationships between the branches of government 
and non-core Political Ideas. Students will examine one additional political ideology from: 
Anarchism, Ecologism, Feminism, Multiculturalism and Nationalism. 

Component 3: Comparative Politics, the topics include: the US Constitution and federalism, 
the US Congress, the US presidency, the US Supreme Court and civil rights, democracy and 
participation and comparative political theories. 

The course will include comparisons between the political systems of the UK and the US, 
offering students a broader perspective on political frameworks and ideologies.

ASSESSMENT

•	 Paper 1 - UK Politics (2 hours) 
•	 Paper 2 - UK Government (2 hours)
•	 Paper 3 - Comparative Politics (2 hours)

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 History/Geography and Grade 5 English Language. 
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SUBJECT
Psychology

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7182)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
Psychology is a captivating subject that delves into understanding the human mind and 
behaviour. It requires strong writing skills, as well as analytical and problem-solving abilities.

COURSE CONTENT 
The AQA A-Level Psychology course covers 11 topics across three exam papers, studied 
over two years. Students explore the core foundations of psychology in Year 12 before 
applying knowledge to optional and synoptic units in Year 13. 

Year 12 (foundations):

•	 Social Influence 
•	 Memory
•	 Attachment
•	 Approaches in Psychology
•	 Psychopathology
•	 Biopsychology (introductory content)

Year 13 (applications and advanced topics):

•	 Issues and Debates in Psychology
•	 Biopsychology (advanced content)
•	 Research Methods (covered across 

both years)

•	 Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopatholog 

•	 Paper 2: Psychology in Context  
Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research Methods 

•	 Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology  
Issues and Debates in Psychology, plus three optional topics chosen by the 
department (e.g. Schizophrenia, Aggression, Cognition, Forensics, Relationships, 
Gender, etc.)

Each paper includes a mixture of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, and 
extended essay-style responses.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in English and Grade 6 in Science or Maths.
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SPA
N

ISH
SUBJECT
Spanish

EXAM BOARD
AQA

SPECIFICATION
A Level (7692)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The A-Level Spanish course builds on the foundations established at GCSE, with a focus on 
language, culture, and society. It develops communication, critical thinking, research, and 
creativity skills. This integrated study is ideal for students interested in further study or careers 
that involve modern languages. The course examines how Spanish-speaking societies are 
shaped socially and culturally and continues to evolve.

COURSE CONTENT
The course covers a range of themes related to the social, political, and artistic life of Spanish-
speaking countries.

Year 1: Social context and artistic life of Spanish-speaking countries.

Year 2: Social background, focusing on multiculturalism and the political landscape - including 
young people’s political engagement in the Hispanic world.

Core Content Themes: Social Issues and trends in Hispanic society, modern and traditional 
values, cyberspace, equal Rights, multiculturalism in Hispanic society, immigration, racism, 
integration, political and artistic culture in the Hispanic World, modern day idols, Spanish 
Regional identity, cultural heritage or landscape, today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens, 
monarchies, republics, and dictatorships and popular movements.

Students are expected to master advanced grammatical structures, building on the 
knowledge acquired at GCSE. Grammar is assessed throughout the exam, where students 
must demonstrate accurate use of language.

Literary Texts and Films: Students must study either one text and one film or two texts from a 
set list. 

ASSESSMENT
•	 Paper 1: Listening, Reading, and Writing (Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes,160 

marks, 50% of A-Level)
•	 Paper 2: Writing (Written exam: 2 hours, 90 marks, 20% of A-Level)
•	 Paper 3: Speaking (Oral exam: 21–23 minutes including 5 minutes preparation 

time, 60 marks, 30% of A-Level)

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 Spanish
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SPO
RT

SUBJECT
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport

EXAM BOARD
Pearson

SPECIFICATION
BTEC Level 3 (60172186)

BRIEF OVERVIEW
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport is designed for post-16 
students interested in applied learning within the sports sector. Equivalent to one A Level, 
this qualification provides a comprehensive introduction to the sports industry, preparing 
students for higher education and employment. Over two years, pupils will complete four 
units that encompass essential aspects of working in sports.

COURSE INFORMATION
The course consists of three mandatory units:

•	 Anatomy and Physiology
•	 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport, and Well-being
•	 Professional Development in the Sports Industry

An optional unit focuses on developing key soft skills through practical learning. Units 1 
and 2 are taught in Year 12, while Units 3 and 4 are covered in Year 13.

EXAMINATION
Units 1 and 2 are externally assessed through examinations in the summer of the teaching 
year, while Units 3 and 4 are assessed internally through coursework and assignments. The 
total guided learning hours for the course is 120.

RECOMMENDED GRADE REQUIREMENTS
Grade 4 in PE.
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